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L.I.D.E.R  
 

Leadership Involvement & Development through 
Empowerment and Representation 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 CLASS OF 2004 
Legislative Tour 

 
 

 
 

The LIDER Project seeks individuals who have a strong commitment to help their 
communities and to demonstrate strong leadership 

 

2010 Application 
High School 
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LIDER Project 
“The Leaders of Today and Tomorrow” 

 

The Salvadoran American Leadership and 
Educational Fund (SALEF) is a non-profit, non-
partisan organization, founded in 1995 by a group 
of Salvadoran immigrants and activists.  They 
came together with a vision of increasing the 
“civic participation and representation of the 
Salvadoran, Central American and Latino 
communities in the U.S.”  To help further this 
goal, SALEF has implemented the LIDER Project, 
which recruits college and high school students to 
participate in a dynamic leadership program to 
develop essential skills and contribute to the 
expansion of the civic participation of their 
communities. Participants grow to be “leaders of 
today and tomorrow.”  
 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊ 
The LIDER Project has four components: 
 

LOS ANGELES GOVERNMENTAL TOUR: 
 

Participants get a behind the scenes look at various 
Los Angeles governmental bodies, including the 
Mayor's Office, the City Council, Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors, Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce and LAUSD.  We will 
meet with legislators and their staff, observing 
floor activities and learning about the legislative 
process.   
 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING WORKSHOPS:  
 

These seminars and educational workshops cover 
a variety of topics, such as the federal, state, and 
local legislative processes, community activism 
and organizing, leadership development, 
understanding and working with the media, 
advocacy, public speaking skills, critical thinking 
and problem solving, among others.  
Professionals, community leaders, and other 
experts facilitate workshops. 

 
SUMMER INTERNSHIPS: 

 
 

SALEF works with elected officials at the local, 
state, and federal government as well as with 
community-based organizations, and private 
entities such as businesses and corporations to 
provide a stipend and credit-earning internship 
opportunities for participants.  Internships are 
offered to those that meet the following criteria: 
 Demonstrate a strong commitment to the 

Salvadoran, and Latino communities. 
 Participate in all program components. 
 Be currently enrolled in a high school, 

college, or university. 
Through this component, participants are exposed 
to the government, non-profit, and private sectors.  
Participants gain invaluable experience that can 
translate into employment and leadership 
opportunities, while gaining exposure in their 
communities.  
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT: 
 

All LIDER participants work as a team to develop 
and implement a community service project 
assigned by SALEF.  This is an opportunity to put 
leadership skills into practice.  The project must 
be of service to the community (i.e., health and 
information fairs, fundraising efforts for 
scholarships, etc).  
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Proyecto LIDER 
“Los Líderes de Hoy y del Mañana” 

 
El fondo Salvadoreño Americano para el Liderazgo y 
la Educación (SALEF) es una organización no 
lucrativa y no partidista fundada en 1995 por un grupo 
de inmigrantes y activistas salvadoreños. Vinieron 
juntos con una visión de incrementar la “participación 
cívica y representación de los salvadoreños, centro 
americanos y comunidades latinas en los Estados 
Unidos.” Para poder ayudar más esta meta, SALEF ha 
implementado el proyecto LIDER, el cual recluta 
estudiantes del colegio (College) y del bachillerato/ 
preparatoria (High School) para participar en un 
programa de liderazgo dinámico para desarrollar las 
habilidades esenciales y poder contribuir a la 
expansión de la participación cívica de sus 
comunidades. Los participantes crecen para ser “lideres 
de hoy y del mañana”. 
  
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊ 
 
El proyecto LIDER tiene 4 componentes: 
 
TOUR GUBERNAMENTAL EN LOS ANGELES: 
 
Los participantes tienen una visón de tras de las 
cámaras de los diferentes cuerpos gubernamentales en 
Los Ángeles, incluyendo la Oficina del Alcalde, el 
Concilio de la Ciudad, La Junta de la Mesa de 
Supervisores del Condado, La Cámara de Comercio de 
Los Ángeles, y el Distrito Escolar Unificado de Los 
Ángeles (LAUSD). Conoceremos a legisladores y su 
personal, observaremos como trabajan y acerca del 
proceso legislativo. 
 
TALLERES DE ENTRENAMIENTOS DE 
LIDERAZGO:  
 
Estos talleres y seminarios educativos cubren una 
variedad de temas tales como el proceso legislativo a 
nivel federal, estatal, y local, Activismo comunitario y 
organizativo, desarrollo de liderazgo, trabajando y 
entendiendo los medios de comunicación, aprender a 
abogar, habilidades para hablar en público, 
pensamiento crítico y resolución de problemas entre 

otros. Profesionales, lideres comunitarios y otros 
expertos facilitan los talleres.  
 

INTERINATOS DE VERANO: 
 
SALEF trabaja con oficiales electos a nivel estatal, 
federal y local así como con organizaciones 
comunitarias y entidades privadas como compañías y 
corporaciones que proveen oportunidades de 
interinatos pagados y de créditos escolares a los 
participantes. Los interinatos son ofrecidos a aquellos 
que satisfagan los siguientes criterios: 
 Que demuestran una fuerte entrega a las 

comunidades salvadoreñas y Latinas. 
 Que participen en todos los componentes del 

programa 
 Que este actualmente inscrito en el 

bachillerato/ preparatoria (High School), 
colegio (College) o la Universidad. 

Por medio de este componente, los participantes son 
expuestos a los sectores gubernamentales, no-
lucrativos y privados. Los participantes adquieren una 
experiencia invaluable que se traduce en oportunidades 
de empleo y liderazgo mientras gana experiencia en su 
comunidad.  
 
PROYECTO DE SERVICIO COMUNITARIO: 
 
Todos los participantes de LIDER trabajan en equipo 
para desarrollar e implementar un proyecto de servicio 
comunitario asignado por SALEF. Esta es una 
oportunidad para poner en práctica las habilidades de 
liderazgo. El proyecto debe ser de servicio a la 
comunidad. (Por ejemplo: ferias de información o de 
salud, esfuerzos de recaudación de fondos para becas, 
etc.) 
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LIDER PROJECT 
2010 APLICATION 2010 APLICATION 

  

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

1. Are you currently working at a non-profit/community organization, church program and/or other 
charitable organization?  

 
2. Do you have a commitment to create positive social change within your community?  
 
3. Are you currently in school (high school, community college, or four-year University)? 

 
If you have answered yes to any question above, you are eligible to apply to SALEF’s 

LIDER Project. Please proceed by completing the application below. 

 
PART A. PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Name:             
  Last    First   Middle  
 
Address:              
  Street    City   State          Zip 
 
Telephone:   Home:               Cell:    Other:                                                      
 
E-mail:              
 
Date of Birth:   / /    Gender:  Male:   Female:    Other:   
 
School:              
 
Major (if applicable):        Grade/Level:    
 
Ethnicity:   Central American (please specify country)       
 
        Mexican/Mexican American  

 
 South American (please specify country)        
 

  Other (please specify country)        
 
Date: ____________ 
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PART B. ONE LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 

 
Please submit ONE letter of recommendation from a teacher, an employer, and/or a community 
organization who can attest to your abilities/potential as a leader, your commitment to promoting 
positive social change and empowering disenfranchised communities.  Letters can be mailed directly 
to: 

 employer, and/or a community 
organization who can attest to your abilities/potential as a leader, your commitment to promoting 
positive social change and empowering disenfranchised communities.  Letters can be mailed directly 
to: 

  
Salvadoran American Leadership and Educational Fund (SALEF)   Salvadoran American Leadership and Educational Fund (SALEF)   

“LIDER” 
ATTN: Youth Organizer & Advocacy Program Coordinator 

 
SALEF 1625 W. Olympic Blvd. Suite 718 

Los Angeles, CA 90015  
Phone: (213) 480-1052, Fax: (213) 487-2530 

 

 

 Applicants will be notified via mail, e-mail and/or telephone for interview. 
 

We appreciate your interest in LIDER 
 

Please mail or deliver your complete application to the address above  
(Letters of recommendation can be mailed directly to SALEF or delivered in person): 

 

Questions? 
Please contact Guillermo Girón, Program Coordinator 

at (213) 480-1052 or via e-mail at ggiron@salef.org 

mailto:ggiron@salef.org
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